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Agenda 

Å Snapshot of Cermaq 

 

Å The megatrends in food demand 

and global challenges 

 

Å Consumer advice and concerns 

 

Å Challenges facing salmon farming 

 

Å The role of the salmon industry and 

the GSI (Global Salmon Initiative) 

 

Å Interaction with stakeholders 

 

Å Conclusion 
Salmon farming responds well to the 

 UN Sustainable Development Goals 
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Snapshot of Cermaq  

 

 

Employees: 4 100 

   Cermaq  

+ Mitsubishi Corporation   

= #2 global salmon farmer 

Revenue (2014) NOK 5.6bn 

EBIT (2014) NOK 428m 
137 thousand tons gwe sold in 2014  

Canada 

Chile 

Norway 
Cermaq  

head office 

100% owned  by 

Mitsubishi Corporation 
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Megatrends 

Global megatrends are affecting aquaculture  

Source:  Five megatrends and possible implications (April 2014), PwC  

ñA profound change of the 

global food and agriculture 

system is needed if we are to 

nourish today's 925 million 

hungry and the additional 2 

billion people expected by 

2050ò (UN) 
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Megatrends 

Aquaculture is a prerequisite to meet global needs 

Å Farmed land is limited 

- Limited new arable land 

- Areas are degraded due to 

- Increased saltiness   

- Erosion 

- Drought 
 

Å The ocean represents 70% of the earthôs 

surface 

- Fisheries has limited growth opportunities 

- Industrialized aquaculture has a significant 

potential for protein production 

 

 

 

ñThe bulk of the future increase in supply has to 

come from aquacultureò  

               Arní Mathiesen, FAO  2015 

 

Sources: NOFIA and ISFA 
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Megatrends 

Tremendous growth in global demand for salmon 

Å Consumption driven by good fit 

with consumer trends and new 

products;  

- Easy to prepare 

- Ready to eat 
 

 

Å Forwards looking trends 

- Healthy food (rich in marine 

Omega 3 fatty acids) 

- Low ecological footprint 

 
 

 

No signs of a slowdown of global 

demand for farmed salmon 

- And since 2010 consumption of farmed salmon 

has increased by > 40% 

Soucre: Wikipedia/FAO 

Commercial production of salmon  

in million tonnes 1950ï2010 
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- Much vegetables and fruits  

- Carbohydrates rich in fiber 

- Seafood  

- Limited amount of fats 

- Balanced and varied diet 

 

 

 

 

- Limited red meat  

- Limited amount of sugar 

- Limited salt 

 

Nutrition advices supports the positive role of salmon and seafood for the 

global environment 

 

Consumer advice and concerns  

Nutrition advices are basically the same in all countries 
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The industryôs role  

Salmon farming can make a difference 

Å Finfish is around 17% of total protein 

intake 

Å Salmon is 6% (volume) of fish farming  

Å Salmon farming is the most technically 

advanced seafood production, e.g. 

- Vaccines 

- Feed 

- Technical equipment 

 

Å Farmed salmon will never be significant 

in the total global diet, but  

- Salmon replacing beef is good for health 

and the environment 

- The salmon farming industry can transfer 

vital competence and technology to 

advance aquaculture of other species  

Source: SOFIA 2014 

Farming of carnivorous finfish in 

the Asia-Pacific region in 2008 

exceeded 600 000 tonnes, with feed 

conversion ranging from 7:1 to 15:1 

and almost exclusively raised on low-

value fish. 

SOFIA 2014  
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The industryôs role  

Salmon farming must be sustainable 

The industry has made significant advances 

in knowledge and technology, but must 

effectively address important challenges 

 

Fish health  

Å Sea lice   

Å Escapes (potential threat to wild Atlantic  

salmon)  

Å Diseases from pathogens 
 

Key resources 

Å Limited access of fish oils rich in Omega 3 
 

Social license 

Å Stakeholder resistance (in BC) 

Å Public debate characterized by myths          

rather than facts 

 

 



Page 10 

The industryôs role  

Regulations, transparency and collaboration is required 

Å Active and relevant regulations - 

and enforcement by local 

authorities  

 

Å Limitations in transport of live 

salmon to protect against spread 

of disease  

 

Å Collaboration on R&D and 

preventive fish health 

 

Å Transparency about sustainability 

issues 
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Å The Global Salmon Initiative (GSI) 

is a leadership initiative of 14 

salmon aquaculture companies  

 

Å Being a member of GSI requires a 

strong commitment to sustainable 

farming practices, dedication of 

resources and time, and 

transparency in reporting 

 

Å GSI members represent 

approximately 50 % of global 

farmed salmon supply 

The industryôs role   

Global Salmon Initiative leads the way  


